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American Kestrel populations are experiencing long-

term declines in North America.  The Peregrine 

Fund’s new American Kestrel Partnership is a 

research and conservation project designed to produce 

nesting habitat, data, models, and conservation plans 

for the American Kestrel across North America.  The 

Partnership unites the data-generating capacity of 

citizen scientists with the research expertise of 

professional scientists by coordinating collaboration 

among citizen scientists, universities, government 

agencies, NGOs, schools, and businesses.  We also 

foster long-term conservation values and appreciation 

of science by providing the public with fun and hands-

on research experiences. 
 

American Kestrel population declines 
Data from the US Geological Survey’s Breeding Bird Survey, National Audubon Society’s 

Christmas Bird Count, nestbox monitoring programs, and migration counts indicate long-term 

declines of American Kestrel populations in North America.  The causes are unknown, 

highlighting the need to produce data, models, and conservation strategies. 
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Research and conservation 
The American Kestrel is colorful, easy to identify, widespread, and has a 

strong affinity for nestboxes—all of which make it an ideal candidate for 

a large-scale research and conservation project involving citizen 

scientists.  The American Kestrel Partnership is coordinating a web-

based network of independently managed nestbox programs to create 

nesting habitat, generate nesting data, and model relationships between 

nesting performance and environmental factors, such as land use, 

environmental toxins, climate, and influence of competing and predatory 

bird species like the European Starling and Cooper’s Hawk.  Our 

Research Development Committee consists of North America’s top 

kestrel biologists for advising and conducting research. 
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Interactive website 

Check out our interactive website and create your partner profile for corresponding with the 

network, sharing resources and experiences, and entering and managing your nestbox 

monitoring data.  You can also enjoy exciting live video of kestrels nesting on The Peregrine 

Fund’s campus with our popular new KestrelCams.  Explore the Partnership website at 

http://kestrel.peregrinefund.org! 

 
Get involved! 
You can contribute to kestrel research and conservation by building, hanging, and monitoring 

kestrel nestboxes; supporting, sponsoring, or promoting the Partnership; or just by learning 

about and spreading your enthusiasm for the charismatic American Kestrel.  If you want to 

provide kestrels with nesting habitat, enjoy watching kestrels raise their families, and make 

critical contributions to research and conservation, contact us about hanging kestrel boxes near 

your home or work! 

 
 

To participate, contact: 
Chris McClure, Ph.D. 

Quantitative Ecologist, The Peregrine Fund 

Director, American Kestrel Partnership 

cmcclure@peregrinefund.org 

208-362-8241 
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